ACRONYMS COMMONLY USED AT DCF

ABC Unit - Acute Behavioral Crisis Unit — Mt. Sinai
Hospital

ACR - Administrative Case Review

AAG - Assistant Attorney General

ABH - Advanced Behavioral Health, Inc.

ACF - Administration for Children and Families (Federal)
AD - Area Director

ADD - Attention Deficit Disorder

ADHD - Attention Deficit Hyperactive Disorder
AFCAMP - African, Caribbean, and American Parents of
Children with Disabilities

AG - Attorney General

AIC - Alternative Incarceration Center

AO - Area Office

AOSW - Area Office Social Worker

APHSA - American Public Human Services Association
APPLA - Another Planned Permanent Living
Arrangement (see OPPLA)

ASD — Autism Spectrum Disorder

ASFA - Adoption and Safe Families Act

ASO - Administrative Service Organization

BGV — Boys and Girls Village

BHP - Behavioral Health Partnership

BSF - Building Stronger Families

CA - Case Aide

CAFAP - Connecticut Association of Foster and Adoptive
Parents

CAN - Connecticut Association of Nonprofits (See CCNA)
CAN Codes - Child Abuse and Neglect Codes for LINK
reporting

CARES - Child and Adolescent Rapid Emergency System
CASAC - Connecticut State Adolescent Substance Abuse
Treatment Coordination Project

CBHAC - Children’s Behavioral Health Advisory Council
CBITS — Cognitive Behavioral Intervention for Trauma in
Schools

CBT - Cognitive Behavioral Therapy

CCMC — Connecticut Children’s Medical Center

CCNA - Connecticut Community Nonprofit Alliance
CCPA - Connecticut Community Providers Association
(See CCNA)

CCWIS — Comprehensive Child Welfare Information
System

CDHI - Commission on the Deaf and Hearing Impaired
CHIPS - Children’s Hospital Inpatient Psychiatric Services
CHDI - Children's Health Development Institutive
CHOICE - Children’s Homes Offering Individualized
Cooperative Environment

CFSR - Child and Family Service Review

CHAP - Community Housing Assistance Program

CHEER - Community, Housing, Educational and
Enrichment Resources Program

CIP - Children in Placement

CJR - Connecticut Junior Republic

CJTS - Connecticut Juvenile Training School

CLOC - Children's League of Connecticut

CMCU - Centralized Medication Consent Unit

CMHA - Community Mental Health Affiliates, Inc.
CO - Central Office - 505 Hudson Street, Hartford, CT
CONCEPT - Connecticut Collaboration on Effective
Practices for Trauma

CPA - Child Placing Agency

CPS - Child Protective Services

CPT - Child Placement Team

CREC - Capital Region Education Council

CRI — Community Residences, Inc.

CSC - Children's Services Consultant

CSF — Community Supports for Families

CSHCN - Children with Special Health Care Needs
CSSD - Court Support Services Division (Judicial Branch)
CTBHP - Connecticut Behavioral Health Partnership
CTJJA - Connecticut Juvenile Justice Alliance

CWLA - Child Welfare League of America

CYSA - Connecticut Youth Services Association

CYSPI - CT Youth Suicide Prevention Initiative

DART - Detection Assessment Research & Treatment at
Yale New Haven Hospital

DAS - Department of Administrative Services

DBT - Dialectical Behavior Therapy

DCF - Department of Children and Families

DDS - Department of Developmental Services
DMHAS - Department of Mental Health and Addition
Services

DMST - Domestic Minor Sex Trafficking

DOC - Department of Correction

DPH - Department of Public Health

DRS - Differential Response System

DSM - Diagnostic Service Manual

DSS - Department of Social Services

ECCP - Early Childhood Consultation Partnership
EAP - Employee Assistance Program

ED - Emergency Departments

EDT - Extended Day Treatment

EIP - Early Intervention Program

EMPS - Emergency Mobile Psychiatric Services
EPSDT - Early Periodic Screening Diagnosis and
Treatment

FAE/FAS - Fetal Alcohol Effect / Fetal Alcohol Syndrome
FAR - Family Assessment Response

FASU - Foster and Adoptive Services Unit
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FAVOR - Family Advocacy for Children's Behavioral
Health

FBR - Family Based Recovery

FIT - Family Intensive Therapy (Waterford Country
School Program)

FFT - Functional Family Therapy

FSATS - Family Substance Abuse Treatment Services
FST - Family Support Teams

FWSN - Family With Service Needs

GAFS - Global Assessment Functioning Scale

GAIN - Global Appraisal for Individual Needs

GAL - Guardian Ad Litem

GSD - Gender and Sexual Diversity

HART - Human Anti-trafficking Response Team

HHS - Department of Health and Human Services
(Federal)

HYP - Hartford Youth Project

ICFSS - Intensive Community Family Support Service
Programs

ICO - Interstate Compact Office

IEP - Individualized Education Program

IFP - Intensive Family Preservation

IICAPS - Intensive In-home Child and Adolescent
Psychiatric Services

IOP - Intensive Out Patient

IS/MIS - Information Systems/Management Information
Systems

ITC - Immediate Temp. Custody — Probate Court

IS - Information Systems

IRB - Institutional Review Board

IV-E - Title IV-E of the Federal Social Security Act

JJ - Juvenile Justice

JJPOC - Juvenile Justice Policy and Oversight Committee
JJPIC - Juvenile Jurisdiction Planning and
Implementation Committee

LD - Learning Disabled

LEA - Local Education Agency

LGBTI - Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender and Intersex
Manson - Manson Youth Correctional Institution
MATCH — Modular Approach to Threapy for Children
MAWGY - Multi Agency Working Group on Youth
MDFT - Multi-Dimensional Family Therapy

MEPA - Multi Ethnic Placement Act

MET - Motivation Enhancement Therapy

MIT - Multidisciplinary Investigation Team

MSS - Managed Service System

MST - Multi-Systemic Therapy

MST- FIT - Multi-Systemic Therapy - Family Intensive
Therapy

MST-PSB - Multi-systemic Therapy — Problem Sexual
Behavior

MYI - Manson Youth Correctional Institution

NAFI — North American Family Institute

NAMI-CT - National Alliance for the Mentally Ill of
Connecticut

OA - Office Assistant

OCA - Office of the Child Advocate

OFAS - Office of Foster and Adoption Services

00S - Out of State

OPM - Office of Policy and Management

OPP - Our Piece of Pie Program

OPPLA - Other Planned Permanent Living Arrangement
OTC - Order of Temporary Custody

PA - Parents Anonymous

PASS - Preparing Adolescents for Self-Sufficiency Group
Home

PATH - Parents Available to Help

PD - Program Director

PDCs - Permanency Diagnostic Centers

PEAS - Parent Education and Assessment Child Services
PFC - Professional Foster Care

PIP - Program Improvement Plans

PHP - Partial Hospitalization Program

PIP - Preschool Intervention Program

PM - Program Manager

PMAC - Psychotropic Medication Advisory Committee
PMI - Psychotropic Medication Information

PO - Probation Officer

PPSP - Permanency Placement Services Program
PPT - Permanency Planning Team

PRT - Placement Review Team

PRTFs - Psychiatric Residential Treatment Facilities
PS - Program Supervisor/Protective Supervision

PPT - Pupil Placement Team/Permanency Planning
Team

PWCL - Parents With Cognitive Limitations

PYDI - Positive Youth Development Initiative

RA - Regional Administrator

RAC - Regional Advisory Council

RFP - Request for Proposal

RBA - Results Based Accountability

RBT - Reinforcement Based Therapy

RRG - Regional Resource Group

RTA CT - Raise the Age Connecticut

RTC - Residential Treatment Center

SAC - State Advisory Council

SACS - Sexual Assault Crisis Services

SACWIS - Statewide Automated Child Welfare
Information Systems (see CCWIS)

SAFAR - Substance-Abusing Families at Risk

SBIRT - Screening, Brief Intervention and Referral for
Treatment

SCAN - Suspected Child Abuse and Neglect - clinic at
ccMmC
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SCJM - Superior Court for Juvenile Matters

SDE - State Department of Education

SED - Serious Emotional Disturbance

SHP - Safe Harbor Project

SIU - Special Investigations Unit

SRU - Special Review Unit

STAR Home - Short-Term Assessment and Respite
Home

STEP - Support Team for Educational Progress

SW - Social Worker

SWCA - Social Work Case Aide

SWEAT - Supportive Work, Education and Transition
Program

SWS - Social Work Supervisor

SWT - Social Worker Trainee

TANF - Temporary Assistance for Needy Families
TDM - Team Decision Making

TFA - Temporary Family Assistance

TF-CBT - Trauma-Focused Cognitive Behavior Therapy

TFH - Therapeutic Foster Home

TOPS - Time Out for Parents

TPC - Treatment Planning Conference

TPR - Termination of Parental Rights

TSS - Therapeutic Support Staff

TPR - Termination of Parental Rights

UCFS — United Community and Family Services
USD #2 - Unified School District #2

WATCH - Wraparound Services — Community Child
Guidance Clinic

WCS — Waterford Country School

YAB - Youth Advisory Board

YCI - York Correctional Institution

YIC - Youth In Crisis

YPP - Youth Parents Program

YSAB - Youth Suicide Advisory Board

YSB - Youth Service Bureau

YSO - Youth Services Officer
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Phrase

Descriptions of Commonly used words in DCF

"AWOL" or "Absence
without Leave"

AWOL or Absence without Leave or Absence without Official Leave is when a child or
adolescent leaves a facility or residence without prior authorization, or doesn't return to the
facility at a predetermined and specific time from school, work or an event, a child is
classified as AWOL. This term is different from "run-a-away" status, which is more serious.

"A person entrusted
with the care of a child"

A person entrusted with the care of a child means a person given access to a child by a
person responsible for the health, welfare or care of a child for the purpose of providing
education, child care, counseling, spiritual guidance, coaching, training, instruction,
tutoring or mentoring of such child;

"A person given access
to a child"

A person given access to a child means a person to whom a person responsible for the
child’s health, welfare or care or a person entrusted with the care of a child, has given
permission to care for the child or has otherwise provided access to the child;

"A person responsible
for such child's health,
welfare or care"

A person responsible for such child's health, welfare or care means a child's parent,
guardian, foster parent, an employee of a public or private residential home, agency or
institution or other person legally responsible under general statute for the child's health,
welfare or care in a residential setting, or any staff person providing out of home care
including child day care, family day care, group day care, and center based day care;

"Absconder"

Absconder is a committed delinquent runaway from any approved placement including
home (Absconder from Parole) or is a delinquent placed on probation who runs away from
any approved placement including home (Absconder from Probation).

"Administrative Case
Review" - aka "ACR"

The purpose of the Administrative Case Review or ACR is to provide an orderly and
structured meeting in which all participants are engaged in discussion focused on meeting
the needs of children, including permanency planning.

"Adolescent Discharge
Plan Conference"

Adolescent Discharge Plan Conference. The Adolescent Specialist shall schedule a
conference prior to the finalization of the Adolescent Discharge Plan (DCF-2092). If the
youth is under the age of eighteen (18), the Administrative Case Review (ACR) can take the
place of the conference.

Note: The conference shall be held at a place and time that meet the youth’s needs.

"Adoptable Person"

Adoptable person means a person under the age of eighteen (18) who has not been
adopted, but whose birth parents have had their parental rights terminated under the
laws of this state.

"Adoption" (Various
types of adoption)

e Relative Adoption is the adoption of a child by a person(s) who is a blood relative
descended from a common ancestor not more than three generations removed from
the child.

e Stepparent Adoption is the adoption of a child by a person who, though unrelated, is
the spouse of the birth or adoptive parent.

e Identified Adoption permits adoption placement of children who have been identified
or located by prospective adoptive parents. Regulations 45-63, Sections 1-10 inclusive,
implement this statutory change. If any such placement is not made in accordance
with these regulations, the Probate Court will not approve the adoption application.

e Independent Adoption is an adoption completed between birth parents and adoptive
parents with no agency involvement. This is illegal in Connecticut.

e Open Adoption is one in which birth parents or extended family members (i.e.,
grandparents) and adoptive parents meet on a planned basis prior to placement and
share identifying information.

"Adoption Support
Group"

Adoption Support Group is a group of parents interested in adoption who meet regularly
in order to lend mutual support and information to each other. Please contact
Connecticut Association of Foster and Adopted Parents (CAFAP) for a current listing of

Connecticut Support Groups.




"Adult Adoptee or
adopted person"

Adult adoptee or adopted person means a person over the age of eighteen (18) who was
adopted under the laws of this state or who was adopted in another jurisdiction, but
whose birth parents have had their parental rights terminated in this state.

"Aftercare" Aftercare means the care, treatment and services provided a patient, as defined herein, or
convalescent status or conditional release.
"Assent" Assent means an expression of agreement or acceptance.

"Bed Capacity"

Bed capacity is the number of children to be cared for in one particular residence or
facility. The capacity shall be determined by the Department and shall consider the
physical aspects of the home and the capacity of the parents providing the care. When
state statutes, administrative regulations or local ordinances limit the number of children
to be cared for, such number shall be the maximum.

"Birth Parent"

Birth Parent is a child's biological or genetic parent.

"Bridging"

Bridging is the process by which a child has the security of an old caretaker while getting
used to the new one.

"Care or Custody of the
Department”

Care or Custody of the Department means committed to or placed with the department
under a court order of the Superior Court for Juvenile Matters, excluding delinquency and
Family With Service Needs orders.

"Careline" or "DCF
Careline"

Careline means the Department of Children and Families’ centralized intake unit which
receives all of the reports of child abuse or neglect made to the department.

Ilcasell

A case consists of a grouping of individuals, usually a family unit, with at least one member
receiving a service from the Department. The case is usually identified by the name of the
primary caretaker of the children; most often, this is the mother.

"Case Participant”

A case participant is any person for whom a record is established because of his/her
importance to the case. There are two (2) types of persons who must be made case
participants in LINK: all household members and all persons receiving a service as a
Department client.

"Central Registry"

The Central Registry or Registry means the record of persons who have been
substantiated as persons responsible for an act or acts of child abuse or neglect and whom
the commissioner, based upon a standard of reasonable cause, has determined poses a
risk to the health, safety or well-being.

"Certified"

Certified means to be granted permission by the department to provide out of home care
for a related child.

"Certified Relative
Care"

Certified Relative Care means care provided for a foster child by a person certified to
provide such care pursuant to sections 17a-114-14 to 17a-114-25, inclusive, of the
regulations of Connecticut State Agencies.

"Child"

Child means any person under eighteen years of age not related to the parents of a
permanent family residence., except as otherwise specified, or any person under twenty-
one years of age who is in full time attendance in a secondary school, a technical school, a
college or a state accredited job training program.

"Child Placing Agency"

Child-placing agency means an agency, association, corporation, institution, society, or
other public or private organization licensed by the department, to place a child into
temporary or permanent care in an out of home care provider family.

"Client"

A client is any family or child receiving services from the Department, including children who
are residents or patients in DCF facilities or hospitals.

"Commissioner"

Commissioner means the commissioner of the department of children and families.

"Committed" or "DCF

If a DCF commiitted youth is:

Committed" e placed in foster care; or

e aparent of a son or daughter placed in the same foster home
"Committed Commiitted Delinquent is a child or youth who, is committed as a delinquent to the care
Delinquent” and custody of the Department.

"Confidentiality"

The following are some definitions that pertain to confidentiality. A "person" is any
individual named in a record maintained by the Department who:




e was previously or is currently a ward of or committed to the Commissioner for any
reason

e received services, voluntarily or involuntarily, from the Department

e was previously or currently is the subject of an investigation by the Department

e the parent of a person if the person is a minor, or

e the authorized representative of a person, if the person is deceased.
Information and records of a person means any information, including information
depicted on videotape, created or obtained in connection with the Department’s child
protection activities, or activities related to a child while in the care or custody of the
Department, including information in the Central Registry. All DCF records are confidential
and require a signed HIPAA release in order to share any information with entities outside
DCF.

"Consent"

Consent is a permission given in writing by a person, his/her attorney or authorized
representative to disclose specified information within a limited time period to specifically
identified individuals or entities

"Consent Form'

Consent Form - Form DCF-2065, is used to document the individual’s consent or refusal to
share information with the searcher.

"Contraband"

Contraband means weapons, unauthorized drugs (both legal and illegal), and other items
which pose a danger to a child or youth or others

"Coterminous
petitions"

Coterminous petitions are filed when the Department is seeking termination of parental
rights and the court has not yet adjudicated the child as neglected or uncared for. The
purpose is to move the child more quickly to a permanent home when it has been
determined that the parent is not likely to rehabilitate or the child has been abandoned,
and/or reasonable efforts to reunify are not required.
In cases where no petition is pending, a neglect petition and petition for termination of
parental rights and supporting legal documents (including a Motion for an Order of
Temporary Custody) are submitted together when filing conterminously.
In cases in which a neglect petition is already pending, but has not been adjudicated, the
petition for TPR is submitted along with a Motion to Consolidate the neglect proceeding
with the TPR proceeding. Once this motion is granted, the case becomes coterminous.
In coterminous cases, the court usually hears and decides the neglect and TPR petitions at
the same time.

n DCFII

Department of Children and Families

"Delinquent Juvenile"

Delinquent Juvenile is any juvenile who has been adjudicated delinquent and who, at the
time the provisions of this Compact are invoked, is still subject to the jurisdiction or
supervision of an agency or institution pursuant to an order of such court.

"Department"

Department means the Department of Children and Families.

"Discharge Plan"

Discharge Plan. The Adolescent Discharge Plan shall be finalized at this last Adolescent

Discharge Planning Conference and shall include, but not be limited to:

e the anticipated date the youth will leave Department care

e names and contact information for at least three (3) significant family members or
other adults in the youth’s network

e the youth's anticipated living arrangements

e an estimated budget

e sources and amount of income/assets.

"Disclose" Disclose means:

e to provide an oral summary of records maintained by the Department, or

e to permit review of, or to provide copies of, records in whole, part, or summary form.
"Disruption" Disruption is the permanent interruption of an intended adoption between placement

and legal completion of adoption.

"Dual Commitment /
Dually Committed"

A dual commitment occurs when a child or youth is committed to the Commissioner of
DCF for guardianship (Neglect/Uncared For) and also is committed due to a finding of




guilt for Delinquency. The delinquency commitment is for custody only and by law has no
impact on the rights/responsibilities inherent to guardianship.

"Educational
jurisdiction"

Educational jurisdiction means the fiscal and programmatic responsibility for the
education of a child. Educational jurisdiction may be established by either the residence
of the parent, the residence of the child or other special circumstances. Whenever there
is a question regarding educational jurisdiction, the Social Worker shall contact the USD
#2 Educational Consultant for assistance in the determination

"Educational Neglect"

Educational neglect occurs when a person responsible for the child’s health, welfare or
care interferes with the ability of a child age seven (7) to fifteen (15) to receive proper care
and attention educationally.
Proper care and attention educationally is the consistent receipt of a program of
educational instruction in accordance with C.G.S. §10-184 provided by a public school, a
private school or by a person responsible for the child’s health, welfare or care.
A truant is a child enrolled in a public or private school grade kindergarten to eight,
inclusive, who has four (4) unexcused absences in any one month or ten (10) unexcused
absences in any school year. A habitual truant is any such child who has twenty (20)
unexcused absences in any school year.

"Emergency" Emergency means any situation in which an immediate threat to the physical or emotional
health or welfare of a child or children exists or is suspected.
"Emergency treatment" | ¢  Emergency treatment or emergency care means medical or other health treatment,

or "emergency care"

services, products or accommodations provided to an injured or ill person for a sudden
onset of a condition of such nature that failure to render immediate care could:

e reasonably be expected to result in deterioration of the injured person's condition;

e reasonably be expected to result in a threat to the person's life, limb or sight; or

e cause the person to incur painful symptoms requiring immediate attention to relieve
suffering.

"Escapee"

Escapee is a committed delinquent runaway from the Connecticut Juvenile Training School
(CJTS) or a delinquent runaway from any Connecticut juvenile detention facility.

"Expunge"

Expunge means the deletion from the Department’s computerized system of
unsubstantiated reports and investigations five years from the completion of the last
unsubstantiated allegation provided that no referrals have been made on the case and
there are no other substantiated reports.

"Family Case
Conferencing"

Family Case Conferencing is a formal process in which as many interested persons as
possible (social worker, attorneys, parents, children, other relatives, foster parents, service
providers) are brought together for the purpose of developing resolutions to the issues
facing the family.

"Family with Service
Needs" - aka "FWSN"

Family With Service Needs (FWSN ) is defined as a case involving a family which includes a

child under 17 years of age who:

e has, without just cause, run away from his/her parental home or other properly
authorized and lawful place of abode;

e is beyond the control of his/her parents, guardians or other custodians;

e has engaged in indecent or immoral conduct;

e is a habitual truant, which means a child who is enrolled in a public or private school
and has had 20 unexcused absences in a school year;

e isatruant, which means a child who is enrolled in a public or private school and has
had four unexcused absences in any month or ten or more absences in a school year;

e while in school, has been continuously and overtly defiant of school rules and
regulations; and/or,

e is 13 years of age or older and has engaged in sexual intercourse with another person,
and such other person is 13 years of age or older and not more than two years older
or younger than said child.




"Former Legal
Guardian"

Former Legal Guardian means the person(s) who last had legal responsibility for the care
and custody of a minor child prior to the current transfer of custody to the commissioner.

"Foster Care"

Foster Care means care provided for a foster child by a person licensed, approved or
certified to provide such care

"Foster Family"

Foster family means an individual or family licensed, to provide out of home care,
hereinafter referred to as a foster family, foster home or foster parent(s).

"Guardian"

Guardian means one who has the authority and obligations of "guardianship" as defined in
subdivision (8) of this section.

"Guardian Ad Litem"

Guardian Ad Litem is the person appointed by the court to act in behalf of minor in a legal
action.

"Guardianship"

Guardianship means guardianship of the person of a minor, and includes:

e the obligation of care or control;

e the authority to make major decisions, affecting the child's welfare, which the child
cannot make on his own, including, but not limited to, consent determinations
regarding marriage, enlistment in the armed forces and major medical, psychiatric or
surgical treatment.

"Handicapped"

Handicapped means a physical disability which would, under ordinary circumstances,
require long-term hospitalization or institutionalization.

"Health Care"

Health care means medical, mental health or dental care, procedures and treatment.

"Hearings" or "Hearings
Unit"

Hearings Unit means the section within the department having responsibility for
administrative hearings.

"HIPAA"

HIPPA (The Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act of 1996) authorization is
the permission granted by the patient or the patient’s guardian to use or disclose
protected health information for purposes other than health care operations; e.g., HIV
testing, substance abuse screening. Parties involved with a DCF case must sign a HIPAA
release in order for DCF to share information with any other parties involved with the case
(i.e., doctors, lawyers, school districts, psychologists, therapists, etc.)

"Hotline" or "DCF

Hotline means the Department of Children and Families’ centralized intake unit which

Hotline" receives all of the reports of child abuse or neglect made to the department. See also
“Careline”

"Independent Independent Evaluator means a social work professional who provides the hearing officer

Evaluation" with a written report, and oral testimony if necessary, with respect to the best interests of

the child on issues of permanency planning and future placement.

"Individualized
Education Plan (IEP)"

The department is committed to providing services which will meet the needs of all
children and youth. There will be times when traditional services are not sufficient to meet
those needs. In those cases the child or youth may benefit from an Individualized
Education Plan.

"Informed Consent"

Informed consent means permission given for a medical procedure or treatment after the

parent or legal guardian, and/or child when appropriate, has been provided with an

explanation by a qualified health care provider which includes:

e the nature and seriousness of the diagnosis;

e the nature of the procedure or treatment;

e the type of anesthesia to be administered,;

e the expected medical procedures, either before or during treatment, including
physical exams, lab tests and EKG;

e the risks of the treatment or procedure;

e the expected benefits of the treatment or procedure;

e any reasonable alternative treatments, other than medication; and

e the possible common, long-term or infrequent side effects of any suggested
medications which may be used in lieu of or in conjunction with the treatment or
procedure




"Institution”

Institution means any hospital or other facility maintained by a party state or political sub-
division thereof for the care and treatment of mental illness or mental deficiency.

"Interstate Compact”

Interstate Compacts Overview. The Connecticut Department of Children and Families,
Office of Foster Care and Adoption Services, administers four distinct interstate compacts,
which are used to facilitate the placement and movement of children across state lines,
either into Connecticut or from Connecticut to another state. The four compacts are
described below:

e The Interstate Compact on the Placement of Children (ICPC): This compact applies to
the placement of children into foster care, relative care, adoption, and residential
placements into all 50 states, the District of Columbia, and US territories. Connecticut
General Statutes (CGS)-17a-175-182.

e The Interstate Compact on Juveniles (ICJ): This Compact applies to the placement or
movement of youth who are on probation or on parole in their home state, and to non-
delinquent run-aways. All 50 states are members. CGS 46b-151-151g.

e The Interstate Compact on Mental Health (ICMH): This compact applies to children
who are transferred from a public psychiatric facility in one state to the same kind of
facility in another state. Not all states are members of this compact. CGS 17a-615-618.

e The Interstate Compact on Adoption and Medical Assistance (IACAMA): This compact
applies to children receiving adoption assistance who move with their adoptive families,
and ensures that they can receive medical benefits in their new state of residence,
provided that this state is a member of this compact. (Forty-four states belong to this
compact). CGS 17a-116d-116e

"Investigation"

The commencement of an investigation occurs when the investigator attempts to make
face-to-face contact with the parent or person responsible for the child's care, and/or with
the child(ren). The completion of an investigation occurs when the investigator has
interviewed each family member, including the parents, other adults and all children in the
home as well as necessary collateral contacts and determines that the report is
substantiated or not substantiated.

"Juvenile Delinquent"

Juvenile Delinquent means a child found to have violated:

e any federal or state law or municipal or local ordinance, other than an ordinance
regulating behavior of a child in a family with service needs as defined in section 46b-
120 of the Connecticut General Statutes

e any order of the Superior Court; or,

e conditions of probation as ordered by the court;

"LGBTQI"

Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, Questioning (NOTE: the "Q" can also mean "Queer")
and Intersex. For additional information see DCF policy 30-9

"Leave"

Leave means any approved absence of a juvenile delinquent or serious juvenile offender
from either a state or private facility with the exception of an absence to attend school;

"Legal Guardianship"

Legal Guardianship is when a parent is removed as guardian of a child and a relative or the
Department is appointed as legal guardian. This action is reversible and parents may be
reinstated if factors leading to the removal have been satisfactorily resolved.

"Legal Risk Adoption"

Legal Risk Adoption is where a child is placed in adoption with a family, but there is a legal
risk that the adoption will not be finalized because the court has not yet rendered a final
decision on Termination of Parental Rights or the decision has been appealed.

"Licensed"

Licensed means to be granted a department permit, certificate, approval or other form of
permission required under law.

"Local Education
Agency" or "LEA"

Local Education Agency or LEA means a local or regional Board of Education. Responsible
LEA means the local education agency charged with ensuring that the child receives
appropriate education services. The responsible LEA is also referred to as the “LEA of
jurisdiction.”

"Mechanical restraint"

Mechanical restraint means any externally applied mechanical device which limits the

voluntary movement of a child or youth.



http://www.ct.gov/dcf/cwp/view.asp?a=2561&q=317036
http://www.ct.gov/dcf/cwp/view.asp?a=2561&q=317034
http://www.ct.gov/dcf/cwp/view.asp?a=2561&q=317032
http://www.ct.gov/dcf/cwp/view.asp?a=2561&q=317030
http://www.ct.gov/dcf/cwp/view.asp?a=2639&Q=393548

"Mediation"

Mediation is a formal process by which one or more trained facilitators assists the parties
to a case in reaching an agreement on a contested issue(s).

"Mental Deficiency"

Mental deficiency means mental deficiency as defined by appropriate clinical authorities
to such an extent that a person so afflicted is incapable of managing himself/herself and
their affairs, but shall not include mental illness as defined herein.

"Mental lllness"

Mental illness means mental disease to such an extent that a person so afflicted requires
care and treatment for his/her own welfare, or the welfare of others, or of the community.

"Minor Child"

Minor or child or Minor Child means any person under the age of 18, except where noted.

"Necessary Health
Care"

Necessary health care means medical, mental health or dental care that is not emergent
but that would adversely affect the child's health if not provided within a reasonable time,
as determined by a qualified health care provider.

"Nexus of Child"

Nexus means the town in which the child's parent or guardian resides.

"No Nexus" No-nexus means the status applied to a child if one or more of the following criteria are
applicable to each parent or guardian of the child:
e parental rights have been terminated;
e the parent or guardian is deceased;
e the whereabouts of the parent or guardian are unknown;
e the parent or guardian does not live in Connecticut;
e the parent or guardian resides as a patient in a treatment facility and does not
maintain a Connecticut residence; or
e the parent or guardian resides as an inmate in a correctional facility and does not
maintain a Connecticut residence.
"One to One Staffing" One-to-one staffing means the assignment of one staff person to provide individualized

therapeutic support and supervision for one specifically identified child, in order to insure
child safety and well-being. One-to-one staffing coverage is used in an emergency
situation for a child/youth who exhibits suicidal behavior, aggressive acting out or other at
risk behavior, or when nursing/medical care is required as the result of serious physical
injury.

"Open Adoption"

An open adoption is one in which birth parents or extended family members (i.e.,
grandparents) and adoptive parents meet on a planned basis prior to placement and share
identifying information.

"Order of Temporary
Custody" aka "OTC"

An Order of Temporary Custody or OTC with a Neglect Petition is an ex parte order by a
judge that is granted to the Department to safeguard the immediate safety of a child
without a hearing. When granted by the judge, the OTC vests the care and custody of the
child concerned in the person or agency (usually the Department) named in the OTC
pending the adjudication on the merits of the neglect petition. The OTC does not transfer
legal guardianship of the child or affect parental rights except as to physical custody.

An ex parte order is an order that is granted immediately and for the benefit of one party
only and without notice to, or an opportunity to contest by, any person adversely affected
by the order.

When a Motion for Order of Temporary Custody is filed with the neglect petition, then the
filing of the OTC is also the beginning of the first phase of the neglect proceeding.

"Out of home care
provider"

Out of home care provider means a prospective adoptive family, foster family or
permanent family residence providing board and care for a child, hereinafter referred to as
an out of home care provider or provider

"Outpatient Psychiatric
Clinic"

Outpatient Psychiatric Clinic for Children” or “Clinic’ means a community-based children’s

mental health facility which provides mental health services to children and adolescents

under eighteen years of age and their families. These services are designed to:

promote mental health and improve functioning in children, youth and families; and

o effectively decrease the prevalence and incidence of mental illness, emotional
disturbance and social dysfunctioning.




e Responsibility for diagnostic and treatment services is vested in a multi-disciplinary
team comprised of psychiatrists, psychologists, social workers, marriage and family
therapists or other mental health professionals.

Supervision of clinical services may be provided by a psychiatrist, psychologist, social

worker or marriage and family therapist with appropriate child experience and state

licensing. Services shall include but not be limited to diagnostic evaluation, psychological
testing, family, group and individual therapies, medication services, crisis or emergency
interventions.

These clinics shall make every effort to respond flexibly and be accessible to their client

population, as well as to work in collaboration with schools, the child welfare system, and

other child caring agencies. Services are provided to the general public without bias
because of race, sex, ethnicity, religion, or sexual preference and are culturally competent.

"Parents"

Parents means the adult persons, or upon the approval of the Commissioner one adult
person providing permanent family residence services.

"Parole" or "Probation"

Parole (or Probation) means any kind of conditional release of juveniles authorized under
the laws of the states party hereto. In Connecticut, "Parole Services" for committed
delinquents equals "Parole."

"Patient"

Patient means any person subject to or eligible as determined by the laws of the sending
state, for institutionalization or other care, treatment or supervision pursuant to the
provisions of this Compact.

"Permanency Planning"

Permanency Planning clarifies the intent of the placement by committing to a plan which
will eventually provide a permanent home for a child.

"Permanency Planning
Team"

The Permanency Planning Team shall include the child's treatment worker and supervisor,
adoption specialists, CARE worker, a regional manager and others as appropriate, who are
knowledgeable and experienced in selecting adoptive parents or who are knowledgeable
about the child.

"Permanent Family
Residence"

Permanent family residence means two adult persons, or upon the approval of the
Commissioner - one adult person, agency, association, corporation, institution, society, or
other organization licensed by the Department to provide permanent care to handicapped
children in a home environment and family setting.

"Person Substantiated
as a Person Responsible
for Abuse or Neglect"

Person Substantiated as a Person Responsible for Abuse or Neglect means an individual
determined by the department to be responsible for:

(1) abuse, including physical injury or injuries inflicted upon a child other than by
accidental means, or injuries that are at variance with the history given of them, or
maltreatment such as, but not limited to, malnutrition, sexual molestation, deprivation of
necessities, emotional maltreatment or cruel punishment; or,

(2) neglect of a child including abandonment or denial of proper care and attention,
physically, educationally, emotionally or morally of a child or permitting a child to live
under conditions, circumstances or associations injurious to his well-being, or has been
abused;

"Prevailing Foster Care
Rate"

Prevailing Foster Care Rate means the rate the child would be receiving if the child were
still in foster care, taking into account the child's age and special-needs, as adjusted based
on the asset test of the child as prescribed in section 17a-126-6 of the regulations of
Connecticut State Agencies.

"Private Residential
Program"

Private Residential Program means a congregate living setting licensed or approved by the
department for out of home placement of children including juvenile delinquents and
serious juvenile offenders

"Probation" or "Parole"

Probation or Parole means any kind of conditional release of juveniles authorized under
the laws of the states party hereto. In Connecticut, "Probation Services" for committed
delinquents equals "Parole."

"Prospective Adoptive
Family"

Prospective Adoptive family means an individual or family licensed, pursuant to section
17a-145 of the Connecticut General Statutes, or approved pursuant to section 17a-150 of




the Connecticut General Statutes, for adoption placement, hereinafter referred to as a
prospective adoptive family, prospective adoptive home or prospective adoptive parent(s).

"Protective Services"

Protective Services means ongoing case management services provided by the
Department after complaints of abuse or neglect, with or without the assumption of
jurisdiction by a court;

"Protective
Supervision"

Protective Supervision is one of several alternative dispositions available to a Judge after
an adjudication of neglect or uncared for is entered. Protective supervision is defined
under Conn. Gen. Stat. §17a-93(i) as:

“A status created by Court order following adjudication of neglect whereby a child's place
of abode is not changed but assistance directed at correcting the neglect is provided at the
request of the Court through the DCF or such other social agency as the Court may
specify.”

The essential difference between Protective Supervision and Protective Services is that
there is no court involvement when services are provided by the Department under the
rubric of Protective Services.

An order of protective supervision allows for continued court involvement with a
particular case when the circumstances do not warrant removal of the children, but they
do require continued court scrutiny to ensure the safety of the children and compliance by
the parent/guardian.

The imposition of an order of protective supervision with court-ordered Specific

Steps provides the parent or guardian with a final chance at improving the children's lives
without removing them from the parent/guardian's care. At the dispositional hearing, the
judge clearly explains that the court can and will change the disposition to commitment if
the parent or guardian does not comply with the Specific Steps.

"Qualified health care
provider"

Qualified health care provider means a physician or other health care professional
licensed by the Department of Public Health or accredited or certified to perform specified
health services consistent with state law. Examples include but are not limited to the
following: medical doctors, doctors of osteopathy, psychologists, nurses, advanced
practice registered nurses, physical therapists and occupational therapists.

"Receiving State"

The Receiving State is a party state to which a patient is transported pursuant to the
provisions of the Compact or to which it is contemplated that a patient may be so sent.

"Related"

Related means a relative, by blood, marriage or adoption descended from a common
ancestor not more than three generations removed from said child.

"Relative Caregiver"

Relative Caregiver means a person who is caring for a child related to such person because
the parent of the child has died or become otherwise unable to care for the child for
reasons that make reunification with the parent not a viable option within the foreseeable
future.

"Release"

Release means a discharge from either a state or private facility to the care and
supervision of a parent, legal guardian or other responsible adult, which has been ordered
by the juvenile court or approved by the commissioner without expectation of return of
the juvenile delinquent or serious juvenile offender to the facility.

"Removal Hearing"

Removal hearing means an administrative proceeding conducted to determine if the
removal of a child from an out of home care provider is in the child's best interest.

"Respite Care Provider"

A respite care provider is:

e alicensed foster or pre-adoptive parent in good standing who does not have a
placement or who is under the licensed bed capacity; or

e aperson who is not licensed but who has completed a Department approved
authorization process to provide respite care, as specified in Policy 41-25-7.1,
“Authorization to Provide Respite Care”; or

e arelative, friend or other individual who is not licensed, or who has not completed the
Department’s respite care authorization process, but who has been approved by the
child’s Social Worker.




e The child’s Social Worker must complete Protective Service and State and local police
background checks of an individual who is not a Department licensed or authorized
provider.

e Overnight respite care provided by a person who is not a Department licensed or
authorized provider must take place in the licensed foster parent’s home.

"Restraint"

Restraint means any measure that restricts the movement of the child.

"Routine Care"

Routine care means well-child care in accordance with the Early and Periodic Screening
and Diagnostic Treatment (EPSDT) service which focuses on health maintenance
supervision, behavioral and developmental pediatrics and dental care, and includes
routine health screenings to assess general health and to look for signs of health problems.
A primary health care provider providing routine care should ensure that the child is up-to-
date with routine vaccinations and screening exams, which may include:

e check-ups and tests;

e immunizations;

e assessment of health risks; and

e healthy lifestyle counseling.

Note: For children with complex medical needs, routine care may include more extensive
testing and evaluations.

"Runaway" Runaway is a non-delinquent child under sixteen (16) years of age who ran away from a
facility or provider. The facility or provider is required to contact police and file
a report when a child is on runaway status. Runaway status is more serious than AWOL
status, and the police actively search for a child on run-a-away status.

"Seclusion" Seclusion means isolation from the general population of an institution of the

commissioner enforced by a locked door.

"Sending State"

Sending State is a party state from which a patient is transported pursuant to the
provisions of the Compact or from which it is contemplated that a patient may be so sent.

"Serious Juvenile
Offender"

Serious Juvenile Offender means any child convicted as delinquent for commission of a
serious juvenile offense as defined in section 46b-120 of the Connecticut General Statutes.

"Sexual Abuse"

Sexual abuse. The term sexual abuse is used when:

e the perpetrator is the child’s parent, guardian, or caretaker; or an adult family member
or household member, or

e there is medical evidence or indication of sexual abuse but no indication of
perpetrator identity.

A caretaker is an individual in whose care a biological or adoptive parent or legal guardian

has left a child on an extended basis, and who exercises parental authority in the capacity

of a guardian.

"Sexual Assault"

Sexual assault. The term sexual assault is used when the perpetrator is someone other

than:

e the perpetrator is the child’s parent, guardian, or caretaker; or an adult family member
or household member, or

e there is medical evidence or indication of sexual abuse but no indication of
perpetrator identity.

"Sexual Harassment"

Sexual harassment is a form of sex discrimination and is prohibited by federal and state
law. Sexual harassment is unwanted and unwelcome behavior of a sexual nature directed
at a person, including a student or a student's parent, which interferes with a student’s
right to learn, study, work, achieve or participate in school activities in a comfortable and
supportive atmosphere.

Sexual harassment can occur male to female, female to male, female to female, or male to
male. Sexual harassment can involve students, parents, DCF staff, and other persons given
access to students including interns, volunteers, vendors, independent contractors,
practicum students or researchers.




Note: Not all instances of the types of conduct listed above will constitute sexual
harassment in the educational setting. The behavior and context must fit within the legal
definition of sexual harassment as envisioned in Title IX. However, even if the conduct is
not sexual harassment under Title IX, it may violate other federal or state laws, or agency
policy, or facility rules, and the accused may still be subject to sanctions, including
discipline.

"Sibling"

Sibling means a full, half- or step-brother or sister of an eligible child.

"Special Needs Child"

A Special Needs Child is defined in CT GEN. STAT. §17a-116 as a child who is difficult to

place in adoption because of one or more conditions including, but not limited to:

e physical or mental disability

e serious emotional maladjustment

e arecognized high risk of physical or mental disability

e age, racial or ethnic factors which present a barrier to adoption

e isa member of a sibling group which should be place together

e and the child established significant emotional ties between prospective adoptive
parents while the child was in their care as a foster child.

Also, the child has to be certified as a special needs child by the Commissioner of the

Department of Children and Families.

"Statutory Parent"

When the Probate Court grants a Petition for Termination of Parental Rights (TPR) it names
the Department the statutory parent.

It is the status of a statutory parent that then gives the Department the authority to place
the child for adoption. There is an appeal procedure from the decision of the Probate
Court if the parent(s) change their minds.

"Structured Decision
Making" - aka "SDM"

Structured Decision Making (SDM ™) is the current assessment model on which the
Connecticut Department of Children and Families bases its practice. SDM is designed to
improve child safety outcomes, and provide assessment tools designed to complement
professional judgment.

The SDM assessment tools are used from the moment allegations of harm about a child
are reported to the Department to when the child and their family exit the child protection
system.

"Subsidized Adoption"

Subsidized Adoption is a means by which special needs children can be placed in adoption

through financial assistance. The child must meet the standards to be determined "special

needs" and the adopting family must meet the standards of any adopting family, except

that it is unable to assume complete financial responsibility for the child's care. The types

of subsidy are:

e Financial Subsidy - An agreed-upon monthly payment to an adoptive family within the
guidelines of current foster care rates.\

e Maedical Subsidy - Title XIX coverage for the adoptive child or in some special cases, a
lump sum payment.

"Subsidized Guardian"

Subsidized Guardian means a person to whom legal guardianship has been awarded and
who qualifies for a reimbursement subsidy while providing said guardianship.

"Substantiated"

Substantiated means that the department has found after investigation that there is
reasonable cause to believe that child abuse or neglect has occurred and that a specific
person is the person responsible for a given act of child abuse or neglect;

"Surrogate Parent"

Surrogate parent means a person appointed by the Commissioner of the State
Department of Education (SDE) when the child is between 3 and 21 years of age or by the
Director of the Birth to Three Program of the Department of Developmental Services (DDS)
when the child is younger than three years and otherwise qualified. The surrogate parent
serves as the child’s advocate in the educational decision-making process in place of the
child’s parent or guardian.




"Termination of
Parental Rights" - aka
"TPR" or "TPR'd"

Termination of Parental Rights or TPR or TPR'd is the complete severance by court order
of the legal relationship, with all its rights and responsibilities, between the child and the
parent(s) so that the child is free for adoption except it shall not affect the rights of
inheritance of the child or the religious affiliation of the child until the child is adopted.

"Therapeutic Foster
Care" - aka "TFC"

Therapeutic Foster Care or TFC:
e is afamily-based treatment option for children with social/emotional/psychological
issues
e isintended to be a "bridge" to a permanent placement
e is not appropriate for every child and is therefore not an "emergency" program.
e Children may receive services at either of these two levels:
o basic therapeutic level
o intensive therapeutic level.

"Transcultural
Adoption"

Transcultural Adoption is when children are placed in adoption in a home of a different
culture than their own.

"Transracial Adoption"

Transracial Adoption is when children are placed in adoption in a home of a different race
than their own.

"Treatment"

Treatment is the provision of ongoing social work services to a family when an
investigation has determined that abuse, neglect, and/or threatened harm has been
substantiated.

"Uncared for"

A child or youth may be found "uncared for" who is homeless or whose home cannot
provide the specialized care that the physical emotional or mental condition of the child or
youth requires. For the purposes of this section, the treatment of any child or youth by
and accredited Christian Science practitioner, in lieu of treatment by a licensed
practitioner of the healing arts, shall not of itself constitute neglect or maltreatment Sec

46b-120(8)

"Uniform Case Record"

The Uniform Case Record consists all information recorded in LINK concerning the case.

"Voluntary Admission"

Voluntary Admission means a child or youth afforded access, on a non-compulsory basis, to
services offered or administered by or under contract with, or otherwise available to the
department.

"Voluntary Services"

Voluntary Services means the provision of the services offered or administered by, or under
contract with, or otherwise available to the department to a child or youth granted voluntary
admission.
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